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Section Hry added to

land Act junked by HC

Sec 101(A) Allowed State To Denotify Land

Ajay.Sura@timesofindia.com

Chandigarh: In a major
blowto the Haryana govt, the
Punjab and Haryanahigh co-
urt has struck down Section
101¢A) of the Right to Fair
Compensation and Transpa-
rency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation, and Resettle-
ment Act;, 2013.

This section allowed the
Haryana govi to denotify
land if the publicpurposefor

which it had been acquired’

for became non-essential.
Observing that the state
govi’s decision was “mani-
festly arbitrary,” the high co-
urt held that the “absolute
monarch power” was exerci-
sed by the state under the
whims and fancies of the ex-
ecutive, without paying any
heed tothepolicy framed.

“Tt is the duty of thecons-
titutional court to ensure
that the arbitrary, fanciful,

- or oppressive actions are
struck down, as the landow-
ners cannot as such be putto
loss of land being acquired
and forced tobe bought back
along with interest,” the

high court held in its 136-pa-.

ge order released on Satur-

day. The high court also re- -

corded that “keeping such
provisionon thestatute book
does not behove the actions
of awelfarestate.”

In 2018, the Haryana govt
added ‘Section 101(A) to the
law through an amendment
passed in the state assembly.
This section empowered the
Haryana govt to denotify
land acgquired under- the
Land Acquisition Act, 1894,
if the public purpose for
which it was acquired beca-
me unviable or unnecessary.
The amended section also
provided thatwherea part of
the acquired land was utili-
sed orany encumbrances we-
re created, the landowner
might be compensated by
providing alternative land
alongwithpaymentof dama-
ges, if any, as determined by
thestate govt. It wasinserted
on May 24, 2018, with refro-
spective effect from January
1, 2014, the date that the 2013
central law on theissue came
intoforce. i

A division bench, compri-
sing Justice G S Sandhawalia
and Justice Harpreet Kaur

6 injured as cylinder blast
triggers fire in Del factory

New Delhi: A major fire
broke out at a factory in
Nangli Sakrawati, Najaf-
garh, leaving six workers
injured. Preliminary probe

[ 8 gested a gas cylinder
/b}llgst iriggered the fire,

which quickly spread thro- :
ughout the facility. One of ¢
the gas cylinder pipes that :
was connecied.to a large :
oven. The factory workers
were baking biscuits when
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Jeewan, passed these orders
while hearing a bunch of pe-
titions on the issue. The in-
sertion of the new section
was challenged on the gro-
unds that the Section 101 of
the Central Act of 2018 itself
talks about the return of -
unutilised land acquired un-
der the 2013 Central Act and
the fact that there is no refe-
renceassuchtothe returnof
land acquired under the 1894
Act. The high court division
bench says thissection isinhe-
rently prone to misuse on the
followinggrounds:

(2) No time limit in the
form of any safeguard hasbe-
en provided within which the
state govt can withdraw from
acquisition after initiation of
the process of acquisition, af-
tertaking possession; etc.

(b) It is violative of the
principles of Audi Alteram
Partem and provides a unila-
teral decision at the hands of
the state.

(c) No criteria are provi-
ded under thesectionfor exer-
cising jurisdiction as the
phrases "unviable" and "non-
essential' have not been defi-
ned in the section.

DU prof accused of
molestation asked
not to take classes

New Delhi: A few days after a
student from Delhi Universi-
ty's Ramjas College accuseda
professor of molestation, the
college governing body du-
ring its meeting decided to
{mplement ICC recommenda-
isns to not allow the profes-
sor\from taking classes. The
proféssor had denied the alle-
ations. College principal Ajay
ar Arora confirmed that
the ICC recommendations‘had
been implemented. "Fornow, the
professor is not being allowed to
takeclasses,"hesaid” "

The student’s complaint, ac-
cording to sources; States she
and the professor ppened to
share the sameé erickshaw. Du-
ring the ride, they engaged in
conversation, but after she aligh-
s “hemnfessor allegedly follo-
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